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PLAIN and SHORT 


\, DISCOURSE 


Concerning the 
Nature of the Lord's Supper. 


T has with great wiſdom been always judged 
fit, That men ſhould be admitted into the Fel- 
lowſhip of that Religion they profeſs, by 
ſome ſolemn Rite of Initiation ; and that men 
ſhould be frequently reminded how their Re- 
”_ obliges them to live, by repeated Ceretnonies 
of Commemoration. So it was 1n all the falſe Re- 
ligions that were invented by men; and ſo it has 
_ in the true Religions that were eſtabliſhed by 
God. 

Thus men were admitted into the Fellowſhip of 
the Fewiſh Religion, by Circumciſion ; and were re- 
minded of the Obligations of their Religion by the 
three yearly Feſtivals. We Chriſtians are admitted 
into the Fellowſhip of our Religion by Baptiſm, 
and we are reminded of the Obligations of it by the 
Lord's Supper. There is but one Baptiſm, as there is 
but one Admiſſion : We are Baptized but once, be- 
caule we are admitted into the Number of the 
Dilciples of Chriſt but once. To pretend to receive 
tholc into the Church of God, who are in it al- 
ready, is abſurd ; and theretore we are but once Ini- 


tiated, 
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But as 'tis neceſſary that they who profeſs the 
true Religion, ſhould live according to 1t : So, be- 
cauſe men are apt to __ and their Religi- 
on, therefore it is requiſite they ſhould be often put 
in mind of the Obligations they are under from 
their Religion ; and that they be often perſuaded to 
live as they are obliged. 

For this great and wiſe Purpoſs, the Lord's Supper 
is appointed, vig. For a Solemn Remembrance of 
the ſetting up the Religion by the Son of God, our 
Saviour, at his Death : That by ſuch a ſenſible Com- 
memoration, we may be prevailed with to live as 
Chriſtians. I ſhall, 

Firſt, Manifeſt this to be the Deſign of our Bleſſed 
Lord in appointing his Supper : Secondly, Draw 
ſome Inſtructions from thence concerning the Cele- 
brating of the Lord's Supper, 


Firſt, 1 ſhall manifeſt this to be the Deſign of our 
Bleſſed Saviour in appointing his Supper, by it to 
remind his Diſciples of the Obligations they are un- 
der from his Religion, and to periuade them to hve 
according to thoſe Obligations. 

The Deſign of our Saviour in this Inftitution, 
will beſt be underſtood, by the words he uſed when 
he firſt appointed it ; and the meaniag of thoſe 
words mult be gathered from the uſe of them in the 
Holy Scripture : And what I have to ſay to this 
a ng I ſhall comprehend in the following Parti- 
culars, 


1. The Fewiſh Religion when it was ſet up, was 
called the Covenant ; and fince ( with reſpett to the 
Chriſtian Religion ) the Firſt and Old Covenant. 

The Chriſtian Religion allo is called the Cove- 
nant ; and ( by way of diſtinftion from the Fewiſh 
Religion ) 'tis called the Secorid and New Covenant, 

That the Fewifh Religion was called the Covenant, 
fee Exod. 24.8, and the word which we there trar- 
ſlate Covenant, is in the Tranſlation of the LXY, 
&ie xn, the ſame which is the Title of the Two 
Volumes of the Scriptures, the Fewiſh and Chriſtian ; 
and when uſed in thoſe Scriptures, is tranflated by 
Covenant, or Teſtameat. 

AS 


Nature of the Lord's Supper. 
* As the Fewiſh Religion conſidered abſolutely in it 


ſelf, is called the Covenant, ſo compared unto the 
Chriſtian Religion, is called the Firſt and 014 Cove- 
nant, or Teſtament ; and the Chriſtian Religion is 
called the Second and New Covenant , or Teſtament. If 
the firſt Covenant had been faultleſs , then ſhould no flace 
have been ſought for the ſecond. For finding fault he ſaith, 
Baho!d the days come ( ſaith the Lord ) when I will 
make a New Covenant, &c. and, In that be ſaith 2 New 
Cocenant, be hath made the firſt old, &c. 

Thus as the Fewiſh Religion is called the Firſt and 
Qld Covyenant, or Teſtament ; ſo the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is called the Second and New Covenant, or 
Teſtament, And this Title is given to the Books in 
which the Doctrine of the Chriſtian Religion 1s con- 
tained : The New Teſtament, or Covenant , Kain 
AizHixn, to diſtinguiſh it from the Fewiſh Religion, 
and the Books in which the Doftrine of that Religi- 
on is contained ; which is called the Q1d Teſtanient 
or Covenant, NeAzia Az Hin. 

The word AraSirn fignifies a Law, and a Cove- 
nant, and a Teſtament, or Laſt Will. A Law has the 
nature of a Covenant ; and 2 Covenant has the Na- 
ture of a Law, as Ariftorle obſerves: And fo we ſqme- 


times ſpeak, calling . the Fewiſh Religion the Old 


Law, and the Chriſtian Religion the New Law. 
And as a Covenant lays upon men ſuch an Obligati- 
Qn as a Law does; fo when the Covenant is between 
Suprriors and Inferiors, and eſpecially when it is be- 
tween God and men, it comes nearer to the nature 
of a Law, 
A laſt Will or Teſtament, has alſo the nature.of 
a Covenant and a Law ; for it obliges thoſe who are 
concerned, according to its Tenor ; and they who 
would receive any Benefit from ſuch a Will or Te- 
Nament, muſt perform the Conditions required in it. 
And as both theſe Religions were eſtabliſhed by 
Blood, and the Chriſtian Religion was eſtabliſhed by 
the Death of Chriſt, ſo the New Covenant has the 
fmilitudes of a Will or Teſtatent ; Fer where 4 Te- 
ſtament is, there muſt a!ſo of necefſuy be the death of 
the Teſtator ( whole Will and Teſtament :t 1s, ) 

2. The Fewiſh Religion ( or the Old and Firft Co- 
yenant or Teſtament ) was let up by Sacritice ; and 
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the Blood of the Sacrifice is called the Blood of 
the Covenant. | 

The Chriſtian Religion ( or New and Second Coe 
venant or Teſtament ) was alſo ſet up by Sacrifice 
z. e. the Death of Chriſt ; and his Bl is called 
the Blood of the Covenant ; and diſtinaly , The 
Blood of the New Covenant, or Teſtament, 

The Fewiſh Religion ( the Old and Firſt Covenant 
or Teſtament ) was ſet up by Sacrifice ; therefore 
God ſays concerning the Fews, Gather my Saints tage« 
ther unto me ; thoſe what have made a Covenant with me 
by Sacrifice, And how that was done, we may ſee 
Exod. 24. 3. Moſes ( the Mediator of that Covenant 
between God and the Fews ) came and told the Peos 
ple all the Words of the Lord , and all the Judg- 
ments ; and all the People anſwered with one voice, 
and ſaid, All the words which the Lord hath ſaid, will 
we do. The words of this Covenant Moſes wrote in 
a Book, and offered Sacrifice, and took the Book of 
the Covenant, and Read in the Audience of the 
People, and they ſaid, All that the Lord hath ſaid, 
will we do, and be obedient. And as Moſes had 
| arm half of the Blood upon the Altar of God, 
© he took the,other half of the Blood and ſprink., 
Jed it, on the People, and ſaid theſe remarkable 
words, Behold the blood of the Covenant which the Lord 
hath made with you, concerning all theſe words. Thus 
God made the Firſt and Old Covenant with the Fews 
by Sacrifice ; thus he ſet up the Fewiſh Religion. 

The Chriſtian Religion, or the Second and New 
Covenant, or Teſtament, was alſo ſet up by the Sa- 
critice of the Death of Chriſt ; and for this reaſon, 
his Blood is called the Blood of the New Teſtament, or 
Covenant ; to- diſtinguiſh it from the Blood of the 
Old and Firſt Covenant, or Teſtament. $o it is cal. 
led, after the example of Moſes, and with alluſion 
to that _ of his, Behold the Blood of the Co- 
venan;, The Night before our Saviour dy'd , He 
ſpake of his Blood, as the Blood of the New Teſtament, 
And with ſmall variation of words, to the fſamg 
ſenſe, He favs, the New Teſtament in 1y Bleed, 

With relation to this, there is mention of San#7- 


35. 
8 Pe:. 1.2. fration and ſprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus Chrilt. 


And of thole who live contrary to the Religion of 
Clift, 
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Chriſt, 'tis ſaid, Of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſutfole 
ye ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath trod1en under foct 
the Son of 'God, end hath counted the Llood of the Cove- 
nant, wherewith he was Sandtified, an uwaoly thing ? 
By the Blood of the Covenant we are conſecrated 
and made holy unto God ; and if we Sin wiltully 
contrary to that conſecration ; we a& as thoſe who 
account the Blood of that Covenant an unholy thing, 
By this Blood of the Covenant we are obliged to 
be holy ; and by the Death of Chriſt ( whoſe Blood 
that 1s ) the Chriſtian Religion was let up, or the 
New Covenant eſtabliſhed. 

. And the word ſometimes ſignifies a Teſtament, or 
Will : }#here a Teſtament is, there muſt alſo of neceſſity 
be the death of the Teſtator : For a Teſtament is of force 
aſter men are dead ; aherwiſe it is of no ſtrength at all 
while the Teſftator liveth : Whereupon neither the firſt 
Teſtament was dedicated without blood, &c. where the 
Apoſtle recounts the hiſtory of ſetting up the Fewiſb 
Religion by Sacrifice, as it 1s Exod, 2 4. 

3- The Fewiſh Religion ( or the Firſt and Old Co- 
yenant, or Teſtament ) was founded upon the Iſraelites 
deliverance out of Egypt ; as is manifeſt from the 
Preamble to the Decalogue, which is the words of 
the Covenant, And the Chriſtian Religion ( or Se- 
cond and New Covenant, or Teſtament F was found- 
ed in the Deliverance or Salvation of Mankind by 
Jeſus Chriſt. | 

The Fewiſh Religion ( or the Firſt and Old Cove- 
nant, or Teſtament ) was founded upon the Iſraelites 
Temporal Deliverance out of Egypt ; and as Aſoſes 
was the Deliverer of that People, to he was the Me- 
diator of that Covenant. This therefore God made 
the Preamble to his Law of the Ten Command- 
ments : God (pake all theſe words, ſaying, I am the Lord 
ihy Gel ; or Feho-ah thy God : Jehovah being the 
Name by which God had peculiarly made himleltf 
known to the Fews. God ſpake unto Moſes, ard ſaid 


unto him, I am the Lord: 1 am Jehovah. And I ap- > 


feared unto Abraham, unto Iſaac, and unto Facob, by the 
Name of Gol Almighty : El-Shaddai. I am the Al- 
mighty God, 1 am El-Shaddai, That was the Name 
whereby God made himſelf known unto Abraham, 
Jac, and Facch : But by my Name Fehorah was I 
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not known to them. Jehovah was the Name God 
uſed at the Delivery of the Fews out of Egytr, 
and is the Importance of that, I AM That I AM. 

Thus therefore God prefaced the Decalogue, I am 
the Lord (or Jehovah: thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the houſe of bon- 
dage, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before me, &c. Thus 
God mentions the Deliverance of that People out of 
Ezypt as the Foundation of the Covenant he made 
with them. They were the People whom he had re- 
deemed from their Enemies, and with them He made 
this Covenant : The Ten Commandments are called 
the Words of the Covenant ; and therefore the Preface 
to the Ten Commandments is the Foundation of that 
Covenant. He wrote ufon the Tables the Words of the 
Covenant, the Ten Commandmenzs., And for this Rea- 
ſon, the Tables are called the Tables of the Covenant. 
And theſe Tables were put in the Holy Cheſt, or 
Ark ; which is alſo called the Ark of the Govenam. 
Moſes does indeed ſpeak of more than the Ten Com- 
mandments, even all the Words of the Lord, and all 
the Fudements ; but the Decalogue was a principal 
part, as we have ſeen. And Moſes puts all together, 
and inſtances in the Decalogue, Moſes called all Ifras! 
and ſaid unto them, Hear O Tirael, the Statutes ani 
Fudgments which I ſpeak in your ears this day, that ye 
may learn them, and keep and dothem, The Lord our Gd 
male a Covenant with us in Horeb; ( i. e. at Mount 
Sinai, which is the fame Hill, for one fide of it was 
called Horeb, and 'the other fide Was called Sinai. ) 
The Lord made not this covenant with our fathers, but 
with us, even with us, who are all of us bere alive this 
day. The Lord talked with you face to face in the mouns, 
our of the midſt of the fire ( I ſtood between the Lord and 
you at that time ( ahd was Mediator ) to ſbew you rhe 


* word of the Lord, for ye were afraid by reaſon of the fire, 


and went not up into the Aourt ) ſaying, I am the Lord 
thy God which bronght thee out of the land of Eezyre, 
from the bouſe of bondage, Thus ſhals have no other 
Gods, &c. 

The Sabbaths were a fgn that the Fewer did belong 
imta Ggd. Perily my ſ:tbaths ye ſhall ke:p ; for it is a 


fign between me and you, throughout your gereranone ; 


that ye 17 know that I am the Lerd that duth ſandtfy 
you, 


OO 
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yore. And in the Fqurth Commandment, the reaſon 
of the Sabbath 1s given, viz. their Deliverance out 
of Eeytt : Remember that thou waſt 2 bondmgn in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought thee 
out thence, with 4 mighty hand, and with 2 ſtretched-out 
erm, therefore the. Lord thy God commanded thee to keep 
the Sabbath-day. 

Thus the Fewiſh Religjon was ſet up, and the Q!4 
and Firſt Covenant eſtabliſhed among the Fews, with 
a ſpecial reference to their Deliverance out of Ezytr, 
which was a Temporal Salvation. 


The Chriſtian Religion ( or the Second and New 
Covenant, or Teſtament ) was eſtabliſhed upon the 
Spiritual Deliverance or Salvation of Mankind by 
Jeſus Chriſt, And the Son of God was the Saviour 
of Men, and the Mediator of the New Covenant. 
The Chriſtian Religion was ſet up at and by his 
Death ; and he was the Author of that Religion : 
He is the Mediator of the New Teſtament ; that by 
means of Death for the Redemption of the Tranl- 
greſlions that were under the Firſt Teſtament, they 
which are called, might receive the promile of 
eternal Inheritance. Chriſt ſaves us from Sin ; and 
this he does by his Death, which is the great Propi- 
tiation, and ( as ſuch ) an Obligatioa to Repen- 
tance; and an aſſurance of Pardon. So Rerentance 
and Remiſſion of Sins are preached in his Name. 

'The Sacrifice of Propitiation did of old imply a 
Profeſſion of Repentance, and an Afſurance of Par- 
don : And the Sacritice of the Death of Chriſt, does 
moſt indiſpenſably bind us to repent , and moſt 
ſtrongly aſſure us of Forgiveneſs, In whom we have 
redemntion through his blood, the forgivenels of ſins, ac- 
cording tothe riches of his grace? And, My blood of the 
New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many, for the Remiſſion 
vo; Sns, 

Thus was the<Chriſtian Religion ſet up ( or the 
New Covenant eſtabliſhed ) hy the Death of Chriſt 
our Saviour, and 1s founded 1n that Salvation which 
he wrought out for us, | . 

4. The Fewiſh Feaſts were a Commemoration of 
the letting up the Jewihh Religion ( 01 Cid and Fiſt 
Covycnant, 
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Covenant or Teſtament ) and the Lord's Supper is 's. 


Commemoration of the ſetting up the Chriſtian Re 
ligion : or the New and ſecond Covenant, or Teſta- 
ment. 

The Fewiſh Feaſts were a Commemoration of the 
ſetting up of the Fewiſh Religion , and were deſign- 
ed to remind them of the Obligations of their Re- 
Iigion ; and to perſuade them to live according to 
thoſe Obligations. * 

Thole Feaſts were Three, viz. That of the Paſſe- 
ver, that of Pentecoſt, and that of Tabernaclzs, The 
Feaſt of the Paſſover was kept in Memory of the If- 
raelites Deliverance out of Egypt. In which the Co- 
venant God made with them, or the Religion that 
God eſtabliſhed among them, was founded. The 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt was kept in Memory of the 
Delivering of the Law at Mount Sinai ;- where God 
made his Covenant with the Fews, or ſet up the 
Fewiſh Religion. The Feaſt of Tabernacles was kept 
in Memory of the Fews dwelling, in Tents in the 
Wilderneſs : Te ſhall dwell in booths ſeven days, that 
your generations may know that I made the children of 1/- 
rael to dwell in booths, when I brought them cut of the 
land of Egypt. 

But there was more in this Feaſt, than meerly this 
Remembrance of their Fathers dwelling in Taberna- 
cles in the Wilderneſs ; for God had declared, He 
would dwell among them, and had ordered a Taber- 
nacle to be Built for that purpoſe. But when the 
Fews broke his Covenant by their Worſhipping the 
Golden Calf, God put a ſtop to the Building his 
Tabernacle, till Afoſes had interceeded with God for 
their Pardon ; and having obtained it, and a ſecond 
Copy of the Law 'in Tahles of Stone, Moſes came 
down from the Mount with the glad Tidings, That 
God would dwell among them, and that they ſhould 
proceed in Building his Tabernacle : So they pitched 
the Tent, and went on with the work, and kept that 
day, viz. the Tenth day of the Seventh Month ( the 
Firſt day of the Feaſt of Tahernacles ! as the day of 
Fxpyation, and the reſt of the Feſtival with exceed- 
ing Joy, in remembrance that God would dwell 
among them, 


Thus 
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Thus the Paſſover did commemorate their Deliver- 
ance out of Egypt ; Pentecoſt the Delivering of the 
Law ; Tabernacles the Dwelling of God among them, 
And all together, the ſetting up of the Fewiſb Reli- 
gion, and their Obligations to live according to that 
Religion, 


The Lord's Supper is a like Commemoration of the 
ſetting up the Chriſtian Religion (the Second or New 
Covenant ) which was ky the Death of Chriſt. Our 
Bleſſed Saviour appointed this Supper the Night be- 
fore he Died, and commanded his Diſciples to cele- 
brate it in Remembrance of him who was the Au- 
thor of their Salvation, and of their Religion: He 
ſaid, This do in Remembrance of me : And in another 
place, This do in Remembrance of me. Drink it in Re- 
membrance of me. And as often as ye eat this Bread, 
end drink this Cup, ye do ſbew forth the Lord's death till 

come. : 

| The Body of Chriſt was to ſuffer upon the Croſs ; 
his Blood was to be poured out, 7. e. He was to Die. 
This Death of Chriſt was the Expiation of Sins 5 
and at the Death of Chriſt the Chriſtian Religion 
was ſet up : By the Death of Chriſt, the New Co- 
venant was eſtabliſhed. So that as the Lord's Supper 
is a Commemoration of the Death of Chriſt, and 
as that had reference to the New Covenant in his 
Bloods( or the Religion that he ſet up) ſo the 
Lord's Supper is a Remembrance of the ſetting up 
the Chriſtian Religion, at and by the Death of 
Chriſt. 

And as weare by Baptiſm initiated and admitted 
into the Fellowſhip of the Religion of Chriſt ; ſo 
by the Lord's Supper we are reminded af the ſet. 
ting up this Religion ; and of the Obligations this 
Religion lays upon us. This is manifeſt from the 
words of our Bleſſed Saviour, when he firſt Cele- 
brated and Inſtituted his Supper. This Religious 
Feaſt of Bread and Wine, 1s a Remembrance of the 
letting up the Chriſtian Religion, by and at the 
Death of Chriſt. And the Body of Chriſt was 
wounded, the Blood of Chriſt was fpilt at his 
Death. His Blood was the Blood of the New Co- 
y+:iant, { or that by which the Chriſtian Religion 
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was eſtablrſhed ) as the Blood of the Sacrifice way 
the Blood of the Old Covenant, by which the 
Fewiſb Religion was ſet up. 

The Bread in the Lord's nyo is the Sign or Re- 
membrance of Chriſt's Body roken : The Wine in 
the Lord's Supper, is the Sign or Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Blood poured out. z. e. They are together 
the Remembrance of his Death, at and by which, 
the New Covenant was eſtabliſhed, or the Chriſtian 
Religion was ſet up, 

And as the great Events, and the Feſtival Solem- 
nities of the Fews were Types of Chriſt ; ſo the 
Three Feſtivals did concentre in him. The Fews 
Deliverance out of Egypt, was a Type of our Sal- 
vation by Chriſt ; and as this Deliverance was com- 
memorated by the Paſſover, ſo Chriſt Died at that 
Feaſt, And as the Delivering of the Law, and ſet- 
ing up the Fewiſh Religion, and eſtabliſhing the Old 
Covenant, was Typical of Chriſtianity ; 1o, at the 
Feaſt of Pentecoſt ( by which the Fews commemora- 
ted the eſtabliſhment of that Covenant ) the Holy 
Ghoft came upon the Apoſtles, and by that the Chri- 
ſtian Religion was compleated and confirmed. And 
as the Feaſt of Tubernacles was a Memorial of God's 
dwelling among the Religious Fews ; fo ( if Chriſt 
was Born at that time ) God did dwell, or Tabernacls 
in our Fleſh ; and Chriſt was Immanuel, or God with u. 

What theſe Three Feſtivals were unto the Fews, 
viz. Memorials of God's ſetting up his True Religi- 
on among them, with the Obligations and Advan- 
tages thereof : The ſame the Lord's Supper is to us 
Chriſtians, viz. a Memorial of God's letting up his 
True Religion among us, by the Death of his Son, 
_ with the Obligations and Adyantages there- 
of. Thus we fee the true meaning of the Lord's 
Supper ; the DoFtrine of which ( as contained in 
the Holy Scripture ) is briefly this, 


1, The Fewiſh Religion when it was ſet up, was 
catled the Covenant, and fince ( with reſpe& to el.c 
Chriſtian Religion ) the Firſt and Old Covenant. 
The Chriſtian Religion is allo called the Covenant, 
and ( by way of diſtinction trom the Feriſh Reli- 
©10n } the Second and New Covenaut. 

>. The 


Nature of the Lord's Supper. 


2. The Fewiſh Religion ( or the Old and Firſt Co- 
yenant, or Teſtament ) was ſet up by Sacrifice ; and 
the Blood of the Sacrifice, 1$ called the Blood of 
the Covenant. So alſo the Chriſtian Religion ( or 
New arid Second Covenant, or Teſtament ) was 
ſet up by Sacrifice, #. e.- the Death of Chrift 3 
and h15 Blood is called the Blood of the Covenant ; 
and diſtintly , The Blood of the New Covenant, 
or Teſtament. | 

$3. The Fewiſh Religion ( or the Firſt and Old Co- 
venant, or Teſtament ) was founded upon the 7- 
raelites Deliverance out of Egytr; as 1s manifeſt 
from the Preamble to the Decalogue ( or Ten Com- 
mandments ) which is the words of th& Covenant. 
And the Chriſtian Religion ( or Second and New 
Covenant, or Teſtament ) is founded in the Deliver- 
ance and Salvation of Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt. 

4. The Fewiſh Feaſts were a Commemoration of 
the ſetting up the Fewiſh Religion ( or Old and Firſt 
Covenant, or Teſtament) and the Lord's Supper is 
a Commemoration of the ſetting up the Chriſtian 
Religion, or the New and Second Covenant, or Te- 
ſtament, 

The Law was our Schoolmaſter to bring us to Chriſt, 
The Fewiſh Religion was a preparative for the Chci- 
ſtian; and in theſe things there is a ſimilitude be- 
tween what was done at the ſetting up the Fewiſp 
Religion, and for the Commemoration of it; a 
what was done at the ſetting up of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the provition for the Commemoration 
of 1t. Alſo the Words and Phraſes uſed concernin 
both the Religions are alike; and we ſhall underſtan 
what is meant by thoſe phrales which are uſe] con- 
cerning the ſetting up of the Chriſtian Religion - 


* and by the Death of Chriſt ), it we conſider what 


is meant by the like Phraſes uled concerning the fet- 
ing up the Fewiſh Religion, and the Conumemoration 
thereof, 

The Deſign of both Commemorations was to per- 
ſuade thoſe who profeſs the True Religion, to live 
according to that Religion which they profeſs. 

Thus = I maniteſted, what the deſign of our 
Bleſſed Saviour was in appointing the Lord's Supper : 
To remind k:is Difciples of the ſetting up his Religi- 

' vn 


® 


Gal. 3. 24; 


14 
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on by his Death ; and to remind them of the Obli- 
gations they are under therefrom, and the Advan- 
tages they are capable of thereby. 


II. 1 ſhall make ſome Inferences from hence, by 
way of Inſtrution, concerning our Celebrating the 
Lord's Supper, viz. Concerning the Preparation ne- 
ceſſary thereunto. 2. The Exerciſes of Devotion 
thereat: And, 3. The Life which muſt be conſequent 
thereupon, and which we are influenced unto 
thereby. 


r. We may from hence learn what Preparation is 


. neceſſary to the Celebrating the Lord's Supper, Wwix. 


Such a Reſolution of living according to this Religt- 
On, as will be effeQual ; for it the Deſign of the 
Lord's Supper be a Remembring the ſetting up the 
Religion of Chriſt by his Death ; then we who ſo- 
lemaly remember this in obedtence to his Command, 
muſt do it with a Reſolution to live according to 
this Religion ; the ſetting up of which we Remem- 
ber. When the Fews were to receive the Law at 
Mount Singi, where the Old and Firſt Covenant, or 
Teſtament, was eſtabliſhed, where the Fewiſh Religi- 
on was ſet up ; the People were to Prepare themſelves 
that day : And Aſſes received a command to Sznfify 
the People, and he did it. That Preparation was R1- 
tual, but the words in which their conſent was re- 
quired, ſhew that the Preparation was Spiritual, v7. 
A Preparation to declare with truth that rhey wauld 
live according to the Religion God fet up among 
them. And as their Feſtival Memortals cegtred in 
this, viz. A Remembrance of the Religion 6d had 
ſet up among them ; ſo the Spiritual Preparation for 
the Feſtival, was their ſteady and efteftnal Reſoluti- 
ons to live according to that Religion, the tetting 
up of which they ſolemnly Remembred. 

And ſo it is with us, we are then prepared ac+ 
ceptably to Remember the ſetting up the Chriſtian 
Religion by the Death of Chriſt ; when we are un- 
changeably and effefually reidlved to live according 
to that Religion. And as the Lord's Supper 15 that 
Memorial ; fo our Preparation tor the Lord's Supper, 
1s no other than @ Preparation ot Mind to live ac- 


cordizg 
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cording to that Religion , the ſetting up of which 
the Lord's Supper 15 a Memorial of. 

The Fews did diſtin{tly Remember their Deliver- 
ance out of Egypt, and God's dwelling among 
them, firſt in the Tabernacle, and then in the Tem- 
ple. They did alſo remember the giving of the 
Law, eſtabliſhing the Covenaat, and ſetting up their 
Religion ; and all the Joy and Thankfulneſs for 
the Benefits of being God's People pointed to this, 
Their living according to his Religion, And fo we 
Chriſtians may well Remember the Salvation by 
Chriſt, and the Inhabitation of God by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the ſetting up our Holy Religion : But 
all our Joy and Thankfulneſs muſt centre in our 1i- 
ving according to our Religion. Nor can there be 
any other preparation for the Thankſgiving at the 
Lord's Supper ( for that Euchariftical Devotion ) but 
2 full Preparation of Mind to live according to that 
Religion , the ſetting up of which by the Son of 
God, at his death, we do commemorate. 

2. Our Devotions at the Lord's Supper muſt be of 
the ſame nature z we muſt conſider well, what the 
Religion we Profeſs is : Who the Author of it, vz2. 


| The Son of God Incarnate : And what the Eſtabliſh- 


ment of it, viz. The Death of him. And as there 
are peculiar Conſiderations of every one of theſe, ſo 
we muſt atfe&t our Hearts with thoſe Confiderati- 
ons ; that they may prevail with us then to reſolve 
as the Fews did, at the fetting up their Religion ; 
All that the Lord hath ſaid we wall do, and be obe- 
dient. 

Thus to remember Chriſt at his death, is confider- 
able ; and they who do thus Celebrate the Lord's 
Supper, are in no danger of eating and drinking un- 
worthily. But thoſe who ſolemnly remember the 
Death ot their Savicur, and the ſetting up his Relt- 
gion therebv, without any true and laſting Intention 
to live as that Religion obliges them : They who 
pretend to celebrate this Memorial, when they re- 
folve to live V/ickedly, and contrary to that Reli- 
g:51; and {o tread under foot the Son of God, and 
count the Blood of the Covenant ( Hi1S Blood } 
v herewith they were Sandctified, an unholy thung : 
ihey are guilty of che Body and Eiood of our A 

an 
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and Fat and Drink Judgment to - themſelves, not 


diſcerning the Lord's Body ; not diſtinguiſhing the 


Death of Chriſt in that Remembrance as they ought 
to do. 

The Lord's Supper if it be celebrated aright, is 
i ſelf a Preparation: to a Religious Life ; and a Re- 
folution for a Religious Life, 1s the ſummary Pre- 
paration for that Supper. Nor can we with a ſincere 
Joy and Thankfulneſs, remember the ſetting up our 
Religion by the Death of Chriſt, unleſs we love our 
Religion, and reſolve to live Religiouſly. 

3. The Life conſequent to this Commemoration, 
muſt be agreeable to that Religion, the ſetting up of 
which we commemorate. The Fes did not remem- 
ber what God had done for them, and what Religion 
he had fet up among them, meerly for the Remem- 
brance fake ; but they remembred the ſetting u 
their Religion, That they might be perſuaded by ſuc 
Remembrance to live according to their Religion. 
They did therefore remember what God had done 
for them, and what God would do for the Religious, 
to this end, that they might be perſuaded to live ac- 
corGing to his Religion ſet up among them. And ſo 
we Chriſtians Remember the ſetting up our Religion 
by the Death of Chriſt ; not meerly and ultimately 
for remembrance ſake, but that by ſuch remembrance 
we might be perſuaded to live Religiouſly. And for 
this fame end we remember what the Son of God 
has done for us, and what he w:ll do for the Reli- 
ious ; that by ſuch Remembrance we may be per- 
luaded to live Religiouſly according to his Inſtitu- 
7100, i. 

A Religious Life, according to the Goſpel of the 
Son of God , is neceſſary to our Eternal Happineſs ; 
and the Memoria! of the Lord's Supper, is 1n order 


to that Religious Life. 1t after the Lord's Supper, 


we do live Religiouſly ( through the influence of the 
Kemembrance there Celebrated ) we then receive the 
Tord's Snpper to good and great purpole ; but if we 
do not fo live Religiouſly after it, the Lord's Supper 
3s In vain fo us. 

Let us not therefore, if we be V/icked, deceive 
our ſelves by a falſe and prepoſterous Notion of 
things. There is not any Ritual Preparation for the 
Lord's 


tt # M@ Ld i R8918:—akiiaS 4 6 


Nature of the Lord's Supper. 
bf Lord's Supper, by the Devotions of - a Week before, - 
that "cam-qualify impenitent Sinners to receive they 

| know not\what Benefit thereby, and they know not 
Supper is to a wile and ſerious 


| in whi ewe fee * ; 
Chriſt ſet up at his 
his Supper. » 


} the Tord's Supper ( which is called the Communion, 
. or Fellowſhip of his Body and | 
confider- how St. Paul exhorts ,us, to approve 


own Meals ( in which we Eat and Drink for oz . 
Neceſſi ), but ,is- [6 Rel 


provoke him by 
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Chriſt prevail with you ſo to ns Give alſo ugs - f 
feigned Thanks and Praiſe unto 

Son into the World to ſave »Sin ; ar 

who to this end lived to the Actions of 

this mortal State, and fi 

ſed Death of the Croſs for 


Conſideration of «the Love of '}; 
Chriſt (in Living and ks eckuaily pie us J w rage never 
be forgotten, but o 1 
to live as his ors Hates an "thi - FT: 
Supper to be often Celebrated pn, 
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AGE ING rk call} 
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F .conkpd/ of he lived ; and we cannot but 
ff ies he ker lad {erred ob! ie ations which the death 
ES 2 upon us. Grant that. the 
rembrance” $5 ber ich we celebrate in x 
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But, in truth, there .1S nogluch a 
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called Breadhis Body.” 
Fobn 6.'5, —14. Our Saviour 
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the People 
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Twi B in, and Aſcend- 
Ki oi Heaven, as " tame flown from thence. Foh, 
| «0 But both are abſurd Suppoſitions ; and both 

are only Forms of Speech. In Fo 6. there is not 

"one Word" concerning the L Supper : And the 
ther Places of the New Teſtament, are all 1n which 
he Lord's Supper is ſpoken of, 
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: (v.27, )*; e JC : Cur Gill Y 
- was Cuſto for the 20; 
giving Th nnto-God- at theamght 
Chrilt gave Thanks untoGod, and 
his Dilciples, and bid thent every: 


And : a 
[v. 28.] To biſtinguiſh this, his, 
from! that which was uſgd > "> 
Paſſover, and which . they allo, call'd up 
Bleſſing, or Thankſgiving; Chrift added, This is'my 
Blood of the New Teſtament. #. e. Whereas the 
Blood of that Sacrifice, which was 0 , when the 
Old Teſtiment or Cov 4. e. the Jewi eu 51 
on was ſet up, Ex..24. 8. was called by Moſes the 
Blood of that Covenant (.or Teftamenty ; Chriſt cal- + * 
led his Blood the Blood of the New Teſtament, oc, 
Covenant; and this. Blood was to be flied at-his” 
Death z” when'the Chciſtian Religion was to be ſet 
up, And this Wine, which wagintended 1s Mw | 
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is-called his Blood; as the Sign 
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o,] And when the had ſung an Hymn ac- 
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Old Teſt or + Cds . =þ eſtabliſhed7, or the 
,- wiſh Religioh was Es thie Blood of, the Sa- 
fice Ex. 2.4. and the ting upthat Religion, was 
remembred by ,the Fews at the Paſſover, But the 
,* New Covenant or Teltament was eſtabliſhed by the 
_ oy of Chriſt, and he calls the Wine in the Lord's 
"his Blood of the New Teſtament ;, becauſe. the 
drinkin that Wige, was to be a Mymorial of his 
B 4 Death 4z 
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Death, at which the Chriſtian 
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the Lord's Supper u mentioned. 
ad us Paſſover ſhall ceaſe, and the Lord's 


Ah = Cup of Wine, as the 
Fews at their Paſſover 
with his Diſciples, ) and 
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jat this was the laſt Time 
| + keep over with them ; that this was 
| nn omar Bleſfing, that they ſhould drink to- 
: And that after this, there 
— vid other "Religious Feaſt, but the Lord's 
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over,and ſo tot Old Teſtament or Govenant,or Fe- 


wiſb Religion. Wur it is 'the New = t or C0- 
- venant, of Chyitian Religion, that this > apy = 
to: And my Blood ( which is very ſuddenly-to be 
* bY # my-Death; which is nigh ) is the Blood as 
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this Covenant or Teſtament : By 8 Blood the New | 


Teſtament or Covenant is 


and at m 
Death ſhall my Religion be ſet up. And'my 
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\ Thus St. Luke reports what Chriſt did, and aig 
at the Lord's Supper, 
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'y | Ferſer, i5, 16, 17, 21. 


The Apoſti®ſhows this Oppoſition, by compari 
U- | _ the Lord's Supper, and the Idol-Feafts ; foppoing, 
7 "+ that every Religious Feaſt is's Communion or Fel. 
F lowſhip with that God (be it the True God, or any 
| ” Falſe God ).to whom that” Feaſt -is dedicated, and 
# avto is honoured by it. Therefore, 
; (#.-x5. ] Says He, 1 ſpeak to thoſe who are able 
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Ew and eat of the ſame ' 


{ 21, ] But *tis no mare lawful to Joyn, in the Re- 

B#!  ligious Feaſts of Chriſtians, and in the 1dolatrous 
© © Feaſts of Pagans, than 'tis to Worſhip-the True God, 
and Falſe Gods,” The Wine drank in the Lord's Sup- 

per, .is the Cufof the Lord ; the Wine drank 1n-the 
Idolatrous Feaſts, is the Cup of Devils ( or Falle 
Gods.) The Table at which we celebrate the Lord's 
Supper, may be call'd the Lord's Table ; the Table at 

"Which they celebrate the 1dol-Feaſts, may be call L F 
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Table of Devils. But as we muſt Ewart De- F 
vils and God , fo neither may we d1 he Cup of 
the Lord, and the Cup of Do Ee wot be | 
partakers of the Table of the Lord, and the Table of 
Devils. Therefore Chriſtians muſt not Paganize, 
muſt not be partakers in the 1dolatrous Feaſts of Pa- 
gans ; the Lord's Supper being the Chriſtians Religi- Y- 
ous Feaſt and we muſt not Worſhip the True God, ©. 
and Falſe Gods. | ; 
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worſe for your groſs Imnoralities, on 
"18, ] I am informed ( and have too much Reaſon 
to believe the Information.) that in your Aﬀemblics, 
ther® are unfrjendly and ſcandalous, Animoſities a- 
mong You. The Judaizing Chriſtians tmtertain thoſe 
who are of their own Per{waſion; with an unchriſti- 
an. Partiality, neglefting thoſe, who. being Gentile 
Converts, differ from t Atts 15; and- Aﬀs 18, 
3 —11.) and ngt only Violate Charity, at re 
X Fca 


| the Lord's Supper is mentioned. 
* Feaſts of Charity-; but alſo Indulge Themſelves to 


De: Wan Exceſs, whi is Inexcuſable at all Times, and In- 

of | Crs. 1 ivory of Opin ; | 
be 19 ons in Matters of Reli- 
of on, there will be the Profeſſors of it : Burt, | 
26, | their Good and Behaviour on ſuch 
Ia. # .Occabons, thoſe who. are Truly Religions will be di- 
gi- & Qinguiſhed from Others... 
d, [ 20.) Thoſe who are net Truly Religous , will by 


:0 theirunchriſtian and vicious Beheviour, expoſe Them- 

ſelves and their Religion : And when They, in that 

» Vicious Manner, partake of the Lord's Supper, they 

-  Provoke God's Wrath againſt them, for Prophaning 

# * his Inſtitution. | 
[ 21. ] At the previous Entertainment, They al- 

low in Themſelves malicious Animolity, and ſhame- 

ful Exceſs : This is inexcufably Prophane and Irreli- 


g10us, | 1Þ 
wy 5F, That eating and boy bo whichis for the | 
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SY 6ur Salvation : 


this, NE 
| | OS fe of that Dige 
hickFhe By'd, ' Celebrated the Jewiſh Paſſover Wich 
| s D ſciples, © and” cloſed that "Solemaity, eating 
Ire, and drinking Wine, with Thankſgwing unto | 
» God, for. the deliverance . Commemorated thereby, FOG bg 
*.+ 


according to Ns cuſtom and uſage of the Fews (Luke ML” | ; 
"0 } uy —18 
; . 4. ) After this, he took Bread aodhn, and hold- q 
TY Ta his Hoc, he gave Thanks unto God, in a - 
\ . formof wordsſi Fable. to thaNature of this Inſtitu- | 


tion, and the Deſign of his Death (at which the 
new State of Rel! 'gion under the Meſſiah, called rhe 
4 Kingdom 


mom — 
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A:Parapbraſe on the Places where 


Kingdom of God, and the New Page or- porn any | 
was ſet up : By which, the grea if 
was made, and the Salvation v"] vr. ep den wa ec), 
and having broken the Bread, cp Fok ir; to his Di 
ciples,and faid,Take, and eat ARtion is he 


operas « wh] Deaths —_ 1s n for you, and 
| in Rem ce of $ 


i ] Alſo (after -the Paſſover was ended ) he} 
took a Cup of Wine, and holding it in his Hand, he 
ave Thanks again unto God (in a form of words 


uitable to the Nature of the Inſtitution, and the De- 4- 


ſign of his Death : And gave the Cup to his Diſciples, | 
lying This Aﬀion is the Memorial of my Death, at 
the Blood of the New Teſtament [Lo Covenant : 
Ex. 24. 8.) is ſhed, and the State of Religion un- 
der the Meſpeb is ſet up : And the great Propitiation 
for the Sins of the w le World ismade : Drink this 
therefore in Remembrance of Me. 


ays the Apoſtle ) as vp. 
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and his Death , ſo urworybily not” tg diſt 
it from the Paſchal Su L pero rom 
Feaſt, are liable to the ll, a: 
Sort ) Hu were Ewen of he D Deat, 


_ by | 4 mu Relos performance of thin 


_ b_ ] For he that performs i it fo Cd by 
his Immoralities of Malice and Intemperance at the 
My time, to Prophane it ; will unavoidably bring . 

he Fudgments of God upon himſelf for fo Sous 
not inguiſhing the LordFStiphper from-all 
eating and drinking”; by a religions and Os 
_ of it, 
[ 20. ] And indeed, tis for the Prophanation of 
the Lord's Supper that ſome of You are Sick, 00d 0- 
» thers 


the Lord's Supper is mentioned. 


18} thers Dead.” The ſickneſs and death among you are 


of - God upon. you for this wicked- 


als.” *-*1 
r. )- But if ze would reforni theſe Miſcarriag 
ol od withhold thoſe Fudgments. eN 

{ 32. ] For God ſends theſe Judgments upon-you 
in order to your Amendment : That you may not at 
laſt be eternally damned for your Impenitency. 

{ 333 34.) Wherefore, Brethren, my Exhortation 
to you, 15 ; That at your Entertainments before the 
Lord's Supper, ye receive one another with Charity 
and Chriſtian Friendſhip : And that every one be 
ſure to eat and drink with exa& Temperance. 

And as for other Matters, I will give you Advice 
when 1 ſee you. 
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